“I always thank God for you…”  I Cor. 1:4

“During this special season, we pause to remember all of the blessings of our year… 

 How our lives have been touched by wonderful family and friends like you and our ever-faithful God.  It is our prayer that God blesses your Thanksgiving.  May your homes be filled with… the warmth of His presence, the blessings of His peace, and the gift of His joy as you too reflect on all He has given.  Blessings to you and yours this Thanksgiving.”

I just love this time of year.  I looked outside and had one of the most peaceful moments of my day as I gazed upon God’s masterpiece.  I can usually see the mountains out of the window in my office but this morning this is what I see.  It’s a quiet morning in a lazy little coal mining town surrounded by mountains, the fog has rolled in overnight and it’s hovering right on the mountaintops.  Above the fog you can see the brightest blue sky with not a single cloud floating by and below the fog there is a multitude of colors scattered throughout the mountains – red, gold, green – the leaves changing their colors indicating a change is to come.  And to make it more perfect, as the sun rises above the mountaintop it touches everything with a soft warm glow.   What makes it even more inviting is that I know it won’t last long because in just a few minutes the fog will lift and what was once hidden behind the fog will then be exposed to the Master’s light and it will be the mountains that I gaze upon everyday with thanksgiving in my heart.    I am so grateful that our heavenly Father loves us so much that He gives us the desires of our hearts and so much more.  This is truly one of His best masterpieces yet and I am so glad that He shared it with me and I can share it with you.
As the leaves are indicating that it is time for the seasons to change, so it is with us.  With each day it grows colder, the leaves drop off the trees, and the busy home repair season for Heritage Ministries’ draws to a slower pace (teams are mostly coming on weekends) which allows us some time to rest and catch up.  It also gives us the opportunity to get an Awana program going.  As you know, our main ministry is helping restore the community through restoring their homes and lives.  God has given us a new avenue in which to find the homes that need repair through the children we are spending time with in an Awana program recently started with the help of Maywood Evangelical Free Church and folks from Rockford who donated some of what was needed to have an Awana Club.   We thank God for His faithfulness in always providing what we need when we need it.
Jeff is temporarily serving as the Commander and I am serving as Secretary/Sparkies Director, until God brings the people forward for these positions.  So far it has been a very rewarding experience.  Some of the children who attend this program know what it’s like not to have a mom or dad present in the home, knows more about drugs/alcohol than they need to, have lived all of their life in a home in need of repair, have seen the strain that unemployment causes, have experienced what true hunger feels like and yet most seem happy but there are those who are searching for something or someone to satisfy the emptiness they feel inside.  I am amazed at the amount of Sparkies (Kindergarten – 2nd Graders) that come to me for a hug.  There is Katie whose eyes are sunken, she’s so thin and looks like she hasn’t had a good meal for weeks but she always has a smile and is ready for a hug.  Then there is another little girl, Bethany, she comes from one of the hollows with her brother and little sister every week and wants to always be my helper.  Then there is Jerrick he loves to hear how well he is doing and Alex he loves to be loved on. The children are so needy and we consider it an honor to be a part of what God is doing to show His love for His children.  Most of these kids have been coming to an unstructured fun time on Thursday nights.  One helper that has been working with them, shared with tears in her eyes, that she had never seen the kids so willing to line up and walk quietly through the halls as they did two weeks ago and she was overwhelmed with joy at the sight of their willingness to have some form of structure in their lives.  Even the helpers are getting the encouragement they need.
You can help with your prayers.  There are currently about 40 kids coming on a regular basis with the possibility for many more.  Pray that we would have opportunities to share with the local churches about the Awana program and that God would bring the necessary helpers so that we will be able to invite those children who are still searching.  Also pray for the children and their families to come to know the Lord as their personal Savior.  Pray that God would provide all of the wisdom and discernment that each leader needs.  Please pray with us that God would use this program to open doors to people we have not met yet.  Also pray that He uses us in whatever way He needs (home repair, etc.) to share His love and make a difference.  If just one life is changed because of Awana, praise God!  It could be that one life that is used to change many others.  We never know - but God knows (See other Prayer Requests at the close of this letter).
Moving on, all is well with our family.  Jeff was recently in Rockford to help a friend with his home and was blessed with the donation of an open 5’x14’ trailer from another friend to whom we are grateful.  What a tremendous help this will be when hauling materials, etc.  Speaking of materials, we have received various donations for materials for the woodshop class and one mission team from Myrtle Beach brought the tools for each of the guys. What a blessing it will be when classes resume and Jeff is able to give them their own tools.  The horseshoe racks are turning out really nice.  Now they are using a scroll saw and working at cutting out a “buck” from a block of wood.  I wonder what they’ll do with them and what the next project will be.  The guys seem really interested in learning, more important they’re enjoying their time with Jeff. 

The kids are doing well.  Jordan is a junior this year and is constantly contemplating his future.  He is doing well in school and has made a friend with one of the guys from the area that enjoys a lot of the same things that he does.  Jordan will soon have his license and will have to get a job and a car.   Jordan just celebrated his 17th birthday on October 28th and is getting more independent with each day that passes.   Please pray that Jordan will look to and depend on God for wisdom and direction as he continues through his life.  Lindsay is having a great year in school.  She enjoys spending time with her horse (a present from grandma) and with her friends. She has been a help to me in so many ways.  One area she really shines is being a Sparkies Leader in Awana.  It is a joy to stand back and watch her love on, work with, and encourage the younger ones.  God has gifted her to work with children.  Please pray that God will continue to lead Lindsay as she becomes a young woman of faith.
As for me, I’m doing well.  There is much work to be done and I just keep pressing on toward the goal.  Paperwork and time on the computer seem to be my biggest challenges.  I’m also working on the Christmas Parade float.   Please pray that God will order my days and provide the strength to get through each one.
Again, Happy Thanksgiving from our family to yours.  We are so grateful to all of you who have been a part of what God is doing here in the Appalachians.  We love and appreciate each and every one of you and pray that God richly blesses you and yours.
Many blessings,

The Sims
Jeff, Linda, Jordan, and Lindsay
HERE ARE SOME WAYS YOU CAN PRAY FOR US:
Visit our website for more prayer requests at www.heritageministriesinc.org 
Please pray that God would continue to provide the necessary finances in order for us to be able to continue in ministry.  With the gas prices going up, the cost of food has skyrocketed in this part of the country, and having teenagers – our expenses have increased over the past 3-4 months.  We are currently without medical insurance due to the high rate they charge in this area.  We all have a need to see the doctor, but cannot because of the lack of insurance and funds.   Pray that if God wants us to have medical insurance, He would provide for it.  If He wants us to take a huge step of faith and not have medical insurance, please pray that He would provide the funds for us to see the doctor.

Our suburban, van, and truck all need work in order to run properly.  Please pray that God would not only provide the funds to fix them but that it would be something small and inexpensive.  Pray for wisdom and discernment as to decisions we are currently trying to make regarding which vehicles to keep.

We need you to pray that we will be able to get away as a family for a vacation this year (we have had many generous offers; we just need to be able to cover the expense).  Also pray that we would be able to find the necessary time to rest along the way.  Ministry needs can be so demanding and if we are not careful, we can get overwhelmed and weary.  

URGENT!   We have received the blessings of donations for the lumber store from a team in Georgia but they cannot transport them.  We would ask you to pray that God would orchestrate bringing about the volunteer and truck with which to pick up and deliver the donations.  There is a truckload of roofing shingles and then all types of materials, appliances, etc. as well.  
Please pray that God would continue to bring the mission teams He wants to use here and for discernment as Jeff continues to match them up with the various projects on his list.  Please pray that we would be able to help many this coming year and that God would be preparing the hearts of those whose homes we will be entering for them to receive Him as their Lord and Savior.
PRAY FOR THE KIDS FROM THIS AREA!  Jeff and I have had many opportunities now to get to know a lot of the kids from this area and they need prayer.  Many of them just need good role models in their lives.  They need to know that someone cares about them and their future.  They need the Lord to love them, care for them and provide for them, comfort them with His peace, teach them, mold them, guide them, and release them from the bondage of oppression and so much more.  Please pray.  Pray that we will be used by God to help make a difference in the lives of these children and others while we continue to minister here in the Appalachians.

Pray that God would reveal Himself to the mountain folks in ways that they will know that it is Him and they cannot ignore it.  Pray that a revival would begin in these mountains and would flow down to neighboring towns, counties, states and countries.
PRAISE GOD FOR ALL HE HAS DONE AND ALL THAT IS YET TO COME!

Your tax deductible donations can be made payable to:
HERITAGE MINISTRIES, INC. * P.O. BOX 821 * LYNCH, KY  40855.
