Re:  Heritage Ministries End of Summer Update

Dear Partners, Mission Teams, & Supporters,

Greetings from Lynch, Kentucky!  God has been at work throughout the summer.  Again, thank you for your generous donation(s) to Heritage Ministries.  It is with deep gratitude that we praise God for all of you who have supported our ministry this year.  We never know who God is going to speak to and we are always amazed and stand in awe at whom He chooses.  We have seen Him work in the hearts of widows who live on a fixed income.  We have seen Him work in the hearts of men at the Kentucky State Reformatory (Audio Visual Club) who have given from the little they earn and who have held fundraisers to raise support for Heritage as well as other ministries.  We have also seen God work in the hearts of many of you who have visited southeastern Kentucky on mission trips (churches & individuals) and to each and every one of you we are eternally grateful.  Thank you.
With your help, we have been able to assist families of our community restore their run down homes back to homes where they can be safe, warm, and dry in time for winter.  Most of these homes were in critical condition.  Many of you answered God’s call and together we repaired leaking roofs, floors that were caving in, bathrooms that were in desperate need of repair and so much more.  Some of you blessed our family and helped us with our home.  Thank you.
While your donations and time spent here have encouraged us, it is more important to note how you have encouraged the folks who have lived here all of their lives and who had lost hope. One way you have helped restore hope is through the door God opened while you were loving on His children during VBS, which continues to allow us to reach out and share how they can have an eternal relationship with the one and only Living God.  We have also seen a new spark of hope in the young men who have been blessed by the Toolbox Ministry where they received instruction in woodworking as well as quality time with a Godly mentor.  Donations of tools, materials, and funds from you have made this possible.   Another way hope has been restored is through the way you showed God’s love through your many hours of work on families’ homes and by meeting their special and/or immediate needs; again leaving an open door for us to minister to them.  Many of these families still share how blessed they are for all that has been done and how they have a new hope and continue to look to God for help.  These are just a few of the many ways you have helped make a difference in this community.  Thank you.
Thank you for investing your prayers, time, funds, and materials in our community and in Heritage Ministries.    It means so much to us that you would consider us worthy to do God’s work and partner with us to accomplish His purposes.   It is our prayer that your investment will not return void and that God will continue to stir the hearts of the hopeless and bring about a spiritual awakening that grows into a revival that flows from one county to another, from one state to another, from one country to another and to the ends of the Earth.
I would like to close with a Praise and Prayer Report.  We give praise to God for the donation of a 2002 Grand Caravan with all the bells and whistles (the gas gauge, speedometer, brakes, windows, and air conditioning works) from a very special couple who God continues to use to bless us and our ministry.  We praise God for the Heritage House, a house that has been donated to the ministry in order to minister to folks who are in need of rest, spiritual restoration and renewal, team overflow, and more. 
Please pray with us that God would provide what He wants for this home so that it can be all He wants it to be to His children who stay there.   Pray that He fills this place with the people He wants here.  Pray for the workers/helpers who will be coming this fall and next year.  Pray for the people in the community, pray for their hearts to be prepared and ready to receive all that God has to offer them.  Pray for the new Harlan County High School which has consolidated three rival schools into one.  Pray for God’s peace in the school.  Pray that the administrators and teachers will have the wisdom and discernment to know how to deal with any rivalries.  Pray for the students’ safety.  
Pray for Jordan and Lindsay’s school year.  This is their first year in a public school. Pray that they would remain strong in their faith and pray for God’s protection over them as they travel to and from school (a 30 minute ride one way at the very least).  Pray for Lindsay and Jordan to have the endurance and strength they need as they are running for the Cross Country Team.  Pray for Jeff to have the strength, energy, wisdom, and discernment needed to manage and direct all aspects of Heritage Ministries.  Pray that God would continue to be faithful in providing all that we need.  As costs continue to rise, especially with gas and food prices, we have seen the need for an increase in the amount of support needed.  Due to the fact that we do not live near an interstate, everything that is brought into this area has a gas tax added to it which has caused the prices to go even higher than most places, therefore, the need for increased support.  Please pray that God would provide in ways that only He knows how.  Lastly, pray that God’s will be done in all we do and we will be sure to give Him all the glory, honor, and praise.
Again, thank you for choosing to be a part of what God is doing in the southeastern Appalachians.  May God bless you and your families and may He give you His peace.

“….with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ.  To Him be the glory and the power for ever and ever.”  1 Peter 4:11








Linda Sim

