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CHRISTMAS IN THE MOUNTAINS!

“Be still, and know that I am God…”  Psalm 46:10
A Christmas Prayer
Quiet my heart, Lord, and show me a Christmas as peaceful and calm as an old cattle shed…

Slow down my pace, Lord, and help me seek Jesus, the Son of Your Love, in a humble straw bed…

Steady my spirit, Lord, call me from chaos in simple surrender to pray and rejoice…

Break through the busy, too-bright celebration, and whisper your message,

“Be still…hear My voice…”

This is our fifth Christmas here in the Appalachian Mountains and it is hard for us to believe we have been here that long.  We love the mountains because we get to experience the wonder of the four seasons.  There is just something special about winter in the mountains.   Yes the trees lose their leaves and become dull but this gives the evergreens their chance to be recognized and appreciated.   As you drive down the river (that would be south for you northerners) you can look up and see the evergreens along the ridges of the mountains.  All throughout the mountains the evergreens make their presence known, not only in the summer but during the snowy winter as well, just like the song “O Christmas Tree” says.  There is nothing more beautiful than an evergreen tree after a snowfall, don’t you agree?  Here in these mountains everything closes down at the sighting of snowflakes, everyone tucks themselves away in their homes but those evergreens they remain.  Their job is to stretch their branches out and catch the drifting snowflakes over and over again until the last little snowflake falls.   It is then that you look outside and experience that peaceful serene feeling inside that can only come from being still long enough to appreciate God’s beauty.

By the way, did you know that the evergreen was used when they celebrated Winter Solstice”?  I am sure that you are asking yourself, why the focus on evergreens?  Well, this years’ Christmas parade theme was “O Christmas Tree”.  We needed to do a float based around the theme so I immediately looked up the lyrics and some other interesting information about Christmas trees and, with God’s help, formulated a plan for our float.  Our theme was “O Christmas Tree Times Three”.  It was based on the folktale called The Tale of the Three Trees.  It was crazy how busy we were but we had a great time decorating our trailer and going through the parade waving to all of our friends, neighbors, and even people we did not know.  Lindsay and I had walked the entire parade route and I was in need of some time to rest.  So while we were in the van resting we talked about how different it was this year.  She mentioned that the first year we did not know anyone standing along the streets but this year it seemed that wherever we looked we knew someone.  What a blessing it was for Lindsay and I to be able to look back over theses past five years and see how far God has brought us and how much He has blessed us.  Once again, this special moment happened as a result of being still…  Oh yeah, we even won an award for best presentation of the theme.
Speaking of Christmas trees, my friend Florn and I went to pick out our beautiful Frazier fir while they were here for a visit.  Even though it rained on us we still had fun.  Jeff brought it in last night and I’m giving it 24 hours to settle then we’ll dive in with the decorations.   First we put on the lights, multicolored of course.  So then Lindsay gets to do one of her jobs.  She finds the holes in the tree and hangs our rotating ornaments that go round and round.   Next the pretty, shiny ornaments go on…some deep inside the tree so the twinkle of the lights will reflect off of them and some on the outside.  Then come the homemade ornaments collected from over the years, the garland (snowy of course) and to top it all off, you guessed it, the “topper”.   After all of this is accomplished it is time to make a cappuccino, settle down on the couch and enjoy.  One of my favorite times to enjoy the tree is late at night when everyone is sleeping, it is in these still and quiet moments that I reflect on how much my Heavenly Father loves me.   When is one of your favorite times to enjoy your Christmas tree?  How do you decorate your tree?  Why not email us and let us know or you can go on Facebook and leave a message.  We would really enjoy hearing from you.
I’m sorry that this letter is so long but it gives you another opportunity to “be still” while you are reading it.  I know it’s not even close to what God’s Word wants us to be doing but maybe you can look at it as practice.  I’ll get on with it now.

Over the past few months much has taken place.  We have had teams from as far north as Wisconsin and as far south as Alabama and many points in between come and serve with our ministry.  What a blessing all of these teams were to the folks in our community.  It is humbling to have so many teams come from so far away.  We would like to take this opportunity to thank you if you were a part of the teams that came to serve this past year or if you supported one of the team members financially or in prayer.  We also want to thank those of you who have supported us in so many ways.  We are so blessed by all that God does through each and every one of you.  
We continue to see God at work with Heritage Building Supplies.  God has provided a new helper at the store, his name is Willis.  What a blessing he is to Jeff.  We have been receiving donated items from the    Harlan County Sheriff’s Chaplains Ministry which is an answer to our prayer for some resources.  We have a continual need for building materials, so please join with us and pray that God would provide an additional resource for the materials such as drywall, plywood, lumber, etc.  
As for the family, we are all doing fine.  Lindsay is a junior at Harlan County High School this year and doing well.  She ran on the Cross Country team again this year and she really improved her time from last season.  Both the girls and boys teams made it to state in Lexington with the girls placing 19th out of 30 some schools represented.  We’re so proud of Lindsay and all of her achievements; please keep her in your prayers.  If you haven’t heard, Lindsay woke up one morning several weeks ago with a golf ball sized lump on her neck above her collarbone.  We took her to the doctor in Cumberland who referred her to a surgeon at Harlan Hospital.  He did an ultrasound and a needle biopsy with an inconclusive pathology report.  He wanted to do surgery in the next couple of weeks but Jeff and I have opted for a second opinion.  We will be taking Lindsay to UK (University of Kentucky) in Lexington to see a surgeon who specializes in thyroid surgeries on December 29th.  Please keep praying.   Jordan is doing well.  This year he has been attending Southeast Community College in Cumberland, Kentucky.  He is working on his basics right now and for the next year or so.  He recently has been employed by the Black Mountain Pizza Company.  He has been making pizzas, salads, and sandwiches.  He also does deliveries.  The tips are great from the deliveries and are helping with the gas that he uses going here and there with friends.  Jeff and I have noticed a big change in Jordan since he has been attending college and working.  We praise God for the job for Jordan because they sure are hard to come by around here and everyone is looking for one.  Please keep Jordan is your prayers as he seeks wisdom as to his future.

As for me and Jeff, we will continue to serve the Lord in whatever way He wills.  As you can imagine Jeff is busy with the store these days, coordinating teams, preparing for pre-visits and meeting with the folks of the community who need homes repaired.  I have been busy with cross country booster club, visitations with the widows/handicapped, office work, keeping up with the kids and Jeff and of course, the house.  One thing I have really enjoyed this past year is getting to know so many of the women from the mission teams and cultivating friendships that can only come from God.  What a blessing!
With that I will close but before I do Jeff, Jordan, Lindsay and I would like to take this opportunity to wish each and every one of you a blessed Merry Christmas and healthy and joyous New Year.  May you all be filled with the peace and love of our Lord and Savior as you continue to follow Him and we pray that you make time to “be still” to hear His voice.
“….with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ.  To Him be the glory and the power for ever and ever.”  1 Peter 4:11

                                                                                                     Love and Prayers,
                                                                                                                Linda
P.S.  Please scroll down to see our Prayer Requests.

PRAYER REQUESTS AND NEEDS
Your prayers are such an encouragement to our family.  We would like to provide you with a partial list of praises/requests/needs so that you know how to pray for us.  You can also visit our website regularly to get updates at www.heritageministriesinc.org.  
               *Pray that our love for God would only increase, that we would love Him with all of our heart, soul, and mind.
                 Pray that we will meditate on His Word day and night and be able to live it out.

               *Pray that the Lord will make our love increase and overflow for each other and for everyone else, especially those
                 whom we minister to and we are in contact with regularly. Ask God to help us maintain a loving relationship within 
                 our family that will be an outstanding testimony to the grace of God.  Pray for our neighbors and for the opportunities
                 for us to share Christ’s love.
               *Pray that we would have Spirit controlled lives and that the fruit of the Spirit will be evident in our lives.  Pray for
                 wisdom, knowledge, discernment, understanding, steadfastness, courage, strength and protection (spiritual, physical
                 and emotional).
               *Pray for good health and for Lindsay’s upcoming appointment in Lexington.   Over the next month or two while there

                 are no teams coming in, please pray for Linda to have a time of rest and healing, especially her lower back.
               *Pray for unity in the local churches.

               *Pray for God to bless the other ministries in the area.

               *Praise God for providing the support that He has.   Pray that God will continue to supply all of our financial and 

                 material  needs “according to His glorious riches in Christ Jesus”.

               *Pray for God to provide the necessary donations of materials and tools for the upcoming 2010 home repair season. 
                 We have approximately 50 applications for home repair this year and are in need of the materials and skilled workers.

               *Pray that God will work in the hearts of those whom He wants to donate the necessary building materials to have 
                 on-hand at the store for the folks who can repair their own homes but need discounted materials.

               *We know that God is faithful; He proves that over and over again.  Pray that He will provide either individuals or
                 a church/entity to partner with us for the operational expenses of the store.
               *Pray with us that God’s will be done regarding an opportunity to be able to keep the bungalow next to the Heritage
                 House in ministry.  The current owner, who wants our ministry to be blessed with this house needs to sell the house 

                 and is willing to wait a short while to see if someone would be able to come and help with the financing so that we 
                 can continue to use the house for mission teams.
HERITAGE MINISTRIES PARTNERS
We look forward to the upcoming year and all that God is going to do. We continue to look to and trust Him to take care of our many needs as we continue to grow into all that He wants Heritage Ministries to be. We don’t know who God wants to use to help support us, so we would invite you to join your hearts with ours and prayerfully consider how God may want you to be a part of the work that He is doing in the Appalachian Mountains.   Jeff and I would like to thank you in advance for your prayerful consideration to the above request.  May God richly bless you and your family as you partner with us on our journey in the Appalachians to serve the underserved…

Yes, I want to partner with Jeff & Linda Sim as they serve with Heritage Ministries, Inc. in the Appalachian Mountains.                                       

____ Prayer partner

____ Prayer partner and monthly gift in the amount of $_____ 

____ Prayer partner and annual gift in the amount of   $_____
____ Prayer partner and one time gift in the amount of $_____

Name______________________________Address_____________________________________

City/State___________________________ZipCode__________Telephone_________________

E-Mail Address_________________________________________________________________
Thank you.  We will keep you in our prayers.

Please make your checks payable to Heritage Ministries, Inc.

and mail to P.O. Box 821, Lynch, KY 40855.   Your gifts are tax deductible.
THE HERITAGE HERALD
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